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Date: September 25, 2011
Sermon Title: Who is Jesus?  Savior
Scripture Passage: Luke 8:26-39
Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Discussion Questions:
To review: The passage in Luke 8 is a story of fear, of bondage, and most of all, of Jesus as the all-powerful Savior.  The disciples were afraid of the storm and of the demon-possessed man, but also of Jesus because of the power he demonstrated in saving them from the storm.   The townspeople became afraid of Jesus after he saved the man by casting the demons out of him and into the pigs.  
1. What are you afraid of?  This can be a multi-layered question, as our fears can be overt (such as the fear of a dangerous person), or can be internal (such as the fear of being rejected).  Think for a few minutes and write down some of your fears.  If you feel comfortable, share one of your fears with your group.

2. When the disciples were terrified in the storm, they did not look to Jesus as their Savior.  They were bailing like crazy and were angry because he wasn’t helping them!  They never expected what He would actually do.
a. Read Jeremiah 2:12-13.  
i. How does God feel about his people seeking other saviors (forsaking the living water and digging for their own water)?
ii. What is true about the other saviors, the “cisterns” people dig for themselves?
b. In Sunday’s sermon, Scott pointed out a number of ways that we “bail our boats” or “dig our cisterns” – ways that we choose other things for our savior instead of Jesus.  From the list below, which of these do you tend to choose?  (Circle the ones that apply; share with your group if you wish.)
· Might

· Materialism (things)

· Money

· Numbing agents

· Tolerance

· Education

· Change

· Anger
3. Did you notice that the disciples and the people were more afraid of the solution than they were of the problem?  

a. Why do you think they were afraid of Jesus after the miracles he performed?

b. Do you think that we are also sometimes more afraid of the resolution of a problem than of the problem itself?  How does that affect our choice to look to Jesus as our Savior?
4. Life is full of things that cause us to fear.  The scripture gives us many reasons NOT to fear.  Read the following verses and list the reason it gives for not being afraid.
Psalm 3:5

Psalm 23:4

Psalm 27:1

Psalm 46:1-2

Proverbs 3:25

Isaiah 41:10

Romans 8:15

What is the “bottom line” in all these verses?  

(Continued next page) 

Follow-Up:

Scott compared the release of the man from the demons to the exodus of God’s people from Egypt.  At home this week, consider the parallels to your own life.  Write them down. You may be at any place on this chart – maybe just identifying what is tormenting you – maybe ready to joyfully share with others what God has done!   If you are in bondage in any way, choose to look to Jesus as your Savior.  Go to Him in prayer, cry out for His mercy.  
	Israel
	The Demon-possessed Man
	(fill in your name here) 

	Tormented by Pharoah (Egyptians)
	Tormented by Demons
	What is tormenting you?


	God says “Let my people go!”
	Jesus tells the demons, “Come out!” (i.e. “Let this man go!”)
	What is God saying to your tormentor?


	Moses goes against Pharoah’s Army
	Jesus goes against Satan’s army
	Who is fighting for you?


	Pharoah’s army drowns
	The demons fill the pigs and they drown
	Who wins the battle?


	Egyptians are afraid and send Israelites away
	Townspeople are afraid of Jesus and send him away
	Will you send Jesus away or embrace Him as your Savior?



	Israelites testify to their children about what God did at the Red Sea
	The man testifies to his family and the surrounding towns what Jesus did to save him.
	With whom will you share this week about what God has done for you?
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