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Home Group Discussion Guide

Date: November 6, 2011
Sermon Title: Pure in Heart
Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:8
Preacher: Chris Miller
Discussion Questions:
1. Chris gave the following descriptions of the Kingdom of God vs. the kingdom of man.  As you consider our culture in south Denver as well as our hearts as humans, what makes it difficult for us to live in the ways of God’s kingdom?
Kingdom of God
Kingdom of Man
Focused on God
Focused on self

“What do you want?”
“What do I want?”

Serving/giving to others
Be served; have life revolve around me
2. Blessed = an internal sense of well-being, fullness, wholeness, peacefulness, contentment.  All of us have a hunger to feel good inside.  What kind of things do you typically look for to give you that sense of “feeling good”?  Does it work?  For how long?

3. Part of having a pure heart is to “acknowledge the mess that you are”.  How does this compare to your previous understanding of what a pure heart means?

4. Chris used the word “lust” in a wider sense than we normally consider that word.  The Greek word often translated “lust” is also used for “desire,” “craving,” and “longing”.  What impact does the use of that word in the context of “lusting after the things of God” have on you?

5. The pure in heart (those who acknowledge that they are a mess and crave the things of God) “shall see God.”  As our attention is diverted from seeking the things of this world to fulfill our desires, we begin to see God doing things in our lives which we were previously missing.  We need to be reading Scripture, and participating in worship and fellowship so that we learn how God works and can recognize His hand.  Seeing God’s work in our lives can lead us to repentance and/or can lead us to adoration!  Share a time in your life when seeing God’s work in your life led you to repentance or to praise.
Follow-Up:

How do you make the shift from the kingdom of man to the Kingdom of God?  From looking for well-being from the things of this world to finding your well-being in the things of God?  Take time with the Lord this week to follow through on the process that Chris gave us to help walk us through this:

There are five basic lusts.  For each one, rate yourself on a 1-10 scale as to how often you crave that particular thing to give you the sense of well-being that you desire.  

Never
Constantly

Things (Mt 6:19-20; 1 Ti 6:6-10, 17; Heb 13:5)
Revenge or punishment (anger/ unforgiveness) (Mt 5:23-24; Mt 5:43-45; Rom 12:19-21, Luke 6:35)

Self-elevation (pride/arrogance) (1 Cor 4:6b-7; Rom 12:16)
Acceptance (the approval of people) (Gal 1:10; Col 13:17,23; Rom 15:7)
Sexual experience (preoccupation with things of a sexual nature) (Rom 13:13-14; Gal 5:19-26; 1 Thess 4:3-8)


0-----------------5-------------------10

0-----------------5-------------------10

0-----------------5-------------------10

0-----------------5-------------------10

0-----------------5-------------------10

Now, regarding your acknowledgements above,
1)  Confess to God these competitors for his affections.
2) Ask His forgiveness.

3) Ask Him to fill you with a hunger and craving for the things of God.

4) Ask Him to help you to see Him working in your life.

For further study, you may want to review the scriptures listed for each lust.  Or, consider studying all of Romans chapter 12 with these in mind.
