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Home Group Discussion Guide

Date: November 20, 2011
Sermon Title: Transformed Life – Persecution

Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:10, Philippians 3
Preacher: Scott Vermillion
Discussion Questions:
1. Read 2 Timothy 3:12 out loud.
“Persecution for doing what is right is the evidence that would convict one of living the Transformed Life.”  What are some of the ways in our culture that we can be persecuted for doing what is right?   (Keep in mind the “tools of persecution” : intimidation, scorn, ridicule, job loss, physical harm, imprisonment, execution.)

2. Scott’s statement is reminiscent of a question I remember from high school:  “If you were taken to court and charged with being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?”  What other evidence would convict a person of living the transformed life?
3. Read the attached Update from the Voice of the Martyr’s magazine, Kids of Courage.  
a. What do you imagine it would it be like for your family to live in a setting where Christianity was not allowed?

b. With what kind of attitude did the children in the article respond?  Why do you think they responded that way?

4. From passages in the book of Philippians, Scott pointed out three responses to persecution:  CONFIDENCE, JOY, and TRANSFORMATION.  Are these the responses you would expect to have or to see in others?  Why or why not?

5. What causes the responses of confidence, joy, and transformation in people who are being persecuted?  Read Philippians 3:7-4:1, and mark the phrases that you think contribute to a person’s ability to respond to persecution in this way.

6. Near the end of the sermon, Scott made a remark something like this:  “Paul was ‘renting out his body’ as a storage place for Jesus.”  What do you think he meant by that statement?  How would that kind of thinking affect Paul’s ability to respond well to persecution?

7. The Beatitudes are not a list from which we can pick and choose.  They are a description of the transformed life.  From this study of the Beatitudes, share one thing that has encouraged you and one that has challenged you.

	INTERNAL
	EXTERNAL

	Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
	Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.

	Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
	Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.

	Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
	Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.

	Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.
	Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Follow-Up:

1. PRAY for the persecuted church around the world.  You can find numerous articles and videos that provide specific people and places to pray for at the website of Voice of the Martyrs:  www.persecution.com.
2. PREPARE for persecution that may be yet to come in your own life.  Fall in love with Jesus.  Set your heart on what is to come.

a. Pray daily through the Beatitudes, asking God to build those qualities into your life.

b. Take time to meditate on what God has done for you and what Jesus’ work on the cross means in your life.

c. Use Philippians 3 as a guide.  Make a point at least once a week to focus on the things that Paul values more highly than his life.  

d. Take time to focus on Heaven.  Read scriptures that inform your thinking about what your future there holds.  (A few scriptures to get you started:  Matthew 5:11-12, Philippians 3:20, Colossians 1:5, Colossians 3:1, 1 Pet 1:3-6, 2 Pet 3:13, Revelation 5:13, Revelation 19:11-16, Revelation 21:1-4)
Phil 1:12-14

12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 

Phil 1:18-21

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.   20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Phil 3:7-4:1 

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

