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Home Group Study Guide

Date: November 13, 2011

Sermon Title: Peacemakers

Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:9

Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Can Opener: Open up your group time with a get-to-know-each-other question that also helps lead into the study:  
What was your favorite board game to play as a kid?

Share a time when playing a game with your siblings or friends resulted in a fight or arguing.

Discussion Questions:

1.  Matthew 5:9 – Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.  What is your initial reaction to being called to be a peacemaker?  Love it; hate it; impossible; tried it and it’s too hard or messy; or ?

2. If you were to describe a Peacemaker, how would you define who this person is and what they do?

3. Scott rephrased Matt 5:9 as: “Happy are those who work for peace”  This is a surprise for us because we usually believe that happy are those who live in peace not work for peace.  Why do you think Jesus calls us to work for peace not just live in peace? 
4. Spend time coming up with a list of brokenness we experience and see around us.

a. At Home

b. At Work

c. In the Community

d. In our Nation or the World

5. Why is it difficult for us to think about working for peace? 
6. One Illustration of Brokenness Scott mentioned is the Penn St. scandal and the allegations of sexual misconduct of coaches with minors.  Scott said this situation illustrated tolerance and not peacemaking.  What is the difference between the two?  Why do you think it is so important to work for peacemaking and not tolerance? 
7. What do you think is the role of forgiveness and repentance in the peacemaking process? 
8. To help us understand what a peacemaker looks like, Scott challenged us with three roles a peacemaker takes on.  Read the verses and come up with: 1. a description of each role & 2. Practical examples of what this looks like in our lives.

a. Isaiah 1:18, 52:7, Romans 10:13-14, Matthew 28:18-20 
b. Philippians 2:1-2, Ephesians 4:1-3, Galatians 6:1-2 
c. Colossians 1:19-20 – 
9. Follow-Up:

a. Spend a few minutes individually reflecting on whom God is calling you to be a peacemaker with/for this week.

b. Write out a prayer to God expressing your fears and hopes for this situation.

c. If appropriate, share this situation with your group.

d. Commit to pray for each other this week.

