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Home Group Discussion Guide

Date: October 9, 2011
Sermon Title: The Transformed Life: Mourning
Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:4 (Also Jn 11;32-26, Luke 19:41-42 and 13:34, Matt 26:36-39)
Preacher: Michael Ballard
Discussion Questions:
According to Isaiah 53:3, Jesus was “A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”  Michael began his sermon by talking about Jesus and grief – how He grieved, and what he grieved over. Here is a brief summary:
Jesus grieved -- 
by crying


publicly (in front of others)

by sharing his brokenness


not pretending
Jesus grieved over --
death (loss)

an unrepentant city


Impending suffering/death

1. What is the most recent thing in your life that you have grieved?
2. Why do we hesitate to grieve (to reveal our brokenness) in front of others?

3. How do we, in the church, make it difficult for others to grieve and to share their grief with us?

4. Read Romans 12:15. How are we to respond to those who are mourning?

How can we, at AGCC, become a place where it is safe for people to grieve and to reveal their brokenness?  What do we need to do so that none of us feels like we need to pretend when we are together?
5. Reach 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14, 1 Pet 1:3-7(focusing on verse 6) and Revelation 21:4.  In what ways is our grieving different than the grief of those who do not know Christ?

6. “The closer you are to God, the more of a mess you see that you are!” – Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  Read Ecclesiastes 1:18.

Follow-Up:

If you avoid mourning, you miss the blessing of God’s comfort.  
1) Read Isaiah 61:1-3. These are prophetic words, fulfilled by Jesus, that talk about His purpose in coming.  Also read Psalm 119:28.

Are there places of grief in your life?  The loss of a loved one, a job, a friendship, an ability, health?  A hurt that you have never allowed yourself to grieve?  Consider that loss as you read the Isaiah passage and take some time with God to pray, read His Word and share your grief with Him.

2) Then, consider getting together with another believer and sharing it with that person as well.
