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Home Group Study Guide

Date: October 30, 2011

Sermon Title: Transformed Life: Mercy

Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:7

Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Can Opener: Open up your group time with a get-to-know-each-other question that also helps lead into the study:  
Scott introduced us to Sharletta Evans who lost her infant son in a drive by shooting.  Read through the article at the end of this guide about Sharletta and discuss how you would respond if this happened to you.  Do you think you could forgive and extend mercy?  What is a difficult situation you have faced in your life where someone has wronged you?   

Discussion Questions:
Today we will take a more detailed look at what scripture teaches about Mercy.  

1. Why is mercy so difficult for us to extend mercy to others?

2. Growing up, what were some ways you either learned to give mercy or learned not to?  (Scott’s illustration of “No Mercy” learned on athletic field; competitiveness with siblings; or family went and served the poor on Thanksgiving, caring for the elderly)

3. Read Matthew 5:7 then take a few minutes on your own and write down your definition of Mercy.  Once everyone is done, go around and share your definition with the group.

4. Mercy has a dual focus:

· 
Read through Matthew 18:21-35

a. How would you define mercy from this passage? 
b. Do you think we ever have the right not to show mercy to someone who has wronged us based on this passage?  Why or why not.

c. This passage talks about both forgiveness and mercy.  What do you think this difference is?  How do they relate to each other?  When someone wrongs you, do you think it’s possible to forgive them but not extend mercy?  Vice versa, can you extend mercy without extending forgiveness?

· Read through Luke 10:25-37

a. How would you define mercy from this passage?  
b. What are the differences in attitude between the three individuals that come upon the man in need?  Share an example of a modern day Samaritan you have seen or experienced.
c. Agree or Disagree? “Mercy cannot be preformed from a distance”  (Respond and back up your answer.)

5. From the parable of the unmerciful servant, we see that the king forgave and showed incredible mercy to the servant who could never repay their debt.  Spend time brainstorming together ways in which God has shown mercy to you (both big ways and small ways)  Have someone write down the list on the back of one of these sheets.  See how many you can come up with.  Celebrate the list!

6. Jesus says: Blessed or happy are the merciful for they will receive mercy.  Have you experienced blessing or happiness from extending mercy to someone?  Share an example with the group.

Follow-Up:

1. Spend some time individually writing your responses to the following questions

a. These are the people I am currently having trouble forgiving and showing mercy to:  (spouse, child, parent, co-worker, friend, neighbor, etc)

b. These are people in need that I am sensing God is calling me to show mercy to:

2. Pick one from each list and circle them.  Commit this week to pray and ask God to show you the next steps with each of them.  Also, if you feel comfortable share them with the group and ask them to pray with you.


Sharletta Evans says she’s ready to meet her son’s murderer. Casson Evans was just a toddler when he was killed in a drive-by shooting in 1995.  

DENVER (AP) - The 3-year-old boy affectionately known as "Biscuit" was sleeping in the back of a parked old Cadillac when the shooting began. 

Fourteen bullets hit the car in the drive-by shooting outside a northeast Denver duplex. Biscuit was shot in the head and died. His brother, Calvin, four days shy of his 7th birthday, and a teenage cousin were unhurt. 

Sharletta Evans - mother of Biscuit, or Casson Xavier Evans - came to forgive the gunmen, who were 15 and 16 years old at the time of the Dec. 21, 1995, shooting. But it took years for her to decide she wanted to meet them in prison, hoping for closure. 

Evans, 47, said she knows it would be difficult facing the inmate who fired the shot that killed her son: Raymond Johnson, now 32. But she said that Johnson and the other shooter, Paul Littlejohn, now 31, want to meet her as well. 

"There's that fear, you know, that apprehensiveness, of course," Evans said. "That's there, but I have to take the courage so that I could fill this void in my life. "And not only in my life, but in his," she said of Johnson. 

Sanguinetti confirmed Johnson wants the meeting, too. State prison officials believe it can be beneficial for victims and inmates to understand each other's side and move forward, she said. 

"But for some of these victims it's a chance to ask why," she said. "For some, it may be that they want to offer forgiveness based on their spiritual beliefs." 

Over the years, Evans said, Johnson and Littlejohn have written her to express remorse. Johnson writes from a prison in Limon, Colo., and Littlejohn from Sterling, Colo. 

She says her faith helped her to forgive even before anyone was arrested for the shooting. 

"I had never encountered such a powerful spirit of forgiveness that came through me and went to them," she said. 

And losing her son inspired Evans, who lives in the Denver suburb of Aurora, to found Redcross Blueshield Gang Prevention, Inc., in 2003. It aims to steer youth away from gangs by educating them about gang destructiveness. 

