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Home Group Leader’s Guide

Date: October 23, 2011
Sermon Title: Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:6
Preacher: Scott Vermillion
Discussion Questions:
Righteousness: Conformity to God’s standards for relationship with Him and the standards for relationships in society.  (Being with God and right with the people around us)
Today we will take a more detailed look at what scripture teaches about righteousness.  
1. Do you crave righteousness like you crave food and water?  Why or why not?

2. Where does righteousness come from?  Read the following verses and note what it teaches about the source of righteousness.

1. Romans 3:21-23
2. Romans 9:30-32

3. Philippians 3:7-10

4. 1 Corinthians 1:30
5. 2 Corinthians 5:21

6. 1 Peter 2:24

7. Galatians 2:21
8. 2 Timothy 3:15-17
9. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

3. We have seen that righteousness comes by faith, that it is a gift from God through Christ because of his work on the cross, not through obeying a set of rules, and can be developed through the training of scripture.

In what ways does this truth (a) fit with, or (b) challenge your previous understanding of the concept of righteousness?  
4. While righteousness is a gift of God, and by faith, there are still ways that God asks us to participate and to take action towards righteousness.  Explore the scriptures listed below and write down what we are commanded to do regarding righteousness.

1. Matthew 6:33
2. 2 Timothy 2:22
3. Romans 6:19-23
4. Romans 10:1-4
5. Ephesians 4:22-24
5. Scott talked about a power struggle that ensues when it comes to righteousness. Instead of submitting to and conforming to God’s will, we want our own will.  In what areas of your life do you especially find yourself in the middle of that power struggle?  Write them down.  Share one or more with your group if you feel comfortable doing so.
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| want to ask God

why He allows poverty, famine
and injustice in the world when He
could do something about it,

but I'm afraid He might just

ask me the

Same qUQStIOH




6. As we saw in the definition at the beginning of this study, the biblical word “righteousness” includes the meaning of the English word “justice”.  Scott said we are to “take God’s righteousness into the world and make a difference where things are not right.”  What “not right” thing gets your attention most often?  What is one thing you could do about it?
7. Ultimately, righteousness will not be complete until the return of Christ (2 Timothy 4:7-8).  

a. How much time do you spend looking forward to that day?  

b. What impact does that hope have on your heart?  

c. How does that hope affect your life right now?
Follow-Up:

1. Every day this week, pray Psalm 139:23 out loud.

2. 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us that the scriptures train us in righteousness.  Make it a point to spend time in the Word this week.  If you haven’t been reading it at all, plan to spend five minutes each day (in addition to praying Psalm 139:23).  If you have been reading God’s Word, plan to add an additional day or to add extra minutes to the time you have been spending.
3. Prayerfully consider getting involved in bringing God’s righteousness to a place where things are not right.  Aspen Grove Church has several possibilities through the 5x5 plan if you need a place to start.
