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Date: October 2, 2011

Sermon Title: The Transformed Life - Poverty

Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:1-3

Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Can Opener: Open up your group time with a get-to-know-each-other question that also helps lead into the study:  
· When was a time when you stood out from the crowd as being different from all the rest of your peers?  How did that make you feel?
Discussion Questions:

We are starting a new series on The Transformed life.  Knowing about Jesus may not have much impact on our lives, following Him takes things to a different and more challenging level.    

The Challenges of living the Transformed Life: We are called to be a Peculiar People.

1. When you hear the word Peculiar, what is your reaction to that word?  

2. The tension we feel as Christ followers is that we live in a world that places immense pressure on us to become like them (morals, life goals, what we value).  Read Romans 12:1-2 What are some of the ways you feel pressure to “conform to the pattern of the world” 
3. In Galatians 5:16-26 Paul gives us a picture of what conforming to world looks like and what following Jesus looks like – Make a list for each:

a. Characteristics of the world/flesh.  b.  Characteristics of a Christ follower
4. These are general lists Paul writes that would bring up pictures of what they were in his readers minds.  As a group come up with a modern day or practical description of what these would look like for us. Note: think both of internal- (attitudes and thoughts) and external (behaviors and influences) descriptions.
First Look at What Jesus says the Transformed Life looks like:  

1. One of the reasons why we struggle with following Jesus and allowing him to Transform us is it doesn’t always “feel” good.  It many time means standing alone or being different.  
a. Read Matthew 5:1-3.  

i. Jesus promises that those who follow him will be “Blessed”.  

1. What do you think it means to be blessed?

2. If you were to make a list describing someone who was blessed/happy what would you include on that list.
ii. So why do you think Jesus would start by telling us that we need to embrace being poor in spirit in order to be happy?

iii. Jesus is addressing the core issue/problem with Humanity - Pride
1. Scotts Illustration:  What is one of the first questions we ask someone when we meet them?  What do you do? 

a. Have you experienced this when meeting someone?  

b. Have did you react to the question?  What were your thoughts and feelings.

c. In what other ways do you see pride affecting our attitudes and relationships?

2. How do you think pride affects our relationship with God?

3. How do you think pride affects our ability to be Blessed or Happy?

iv. Jesus gives us a solution: Embrace a Poverty of Spirit (Confess we are powerless vs. Pride in our accomplishments.)

1. Read Ephesians 2:1-9  What perspective do these verses give us when we are tempted to have pride in ourselves?

2. If we daily spent time confessing our pride and embracing our powerlessness, how do you think this would affect:
a. Relationships in our Families

b. Our marriages

c. Relationships at work

d. Relationships at church

e. Those who are different than us

f. Those more successful or less successful than us.

g. View of ourselves

3. Looking at the list above, which one would you say is the hardest relationship to embrace a Spirit of Poverty with?

4. How does our position in life affect our ability to embrace a poverty of spirit?  (Financial success or lack of, popularity, position at work, gifting, etc)

Close with a time of prayer.  Give group members the opportunity in prayer to: Confess areas of pride, Commit to allowing God to Transform, Asking God for his blessing.  Also include prayer for any other requests group members may have shared.
Feedback on these discussion guides is always welcome. Please forward your questions, concerns or suggestions to Jon Holm.
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