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Discussion Guide

Date: February 5, 2012

Sermon Title: Deeper Community

Scripture Passage: Ephesians 2:11-18

Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Discussion Questions:
Read Ephesians 2:11-18.

On Sunday Scott talked about BEING the church, and from this scripture passage defined the church as God’s Community of Memory, Peace, & Purpose.  The bottom line was that “Being the church means our hearts break for the broken, we seek peace for those hostile, and reveal God to those who are strangers to God.”  This week’s discussion will focus on what it means to be a community of Memory, Peace, and Purpose, and how our grasp of those truths will lead us toward the broken, the hostile, and the stranger.

A Community of MEMORY

1. In Ephesians 2:11 is a command to remember.  Looking at verses 11-12, what specifically are we told to remember?

2. Read Titus 3:3-7.  Do you remember your life when you were outside of Christ?  What does it mean to you personally that you have now been “brought near”?  If you are willing, briefly share your story with your group.

3. Take a few minutes and pray as a group, thanking God that you are no longer separated from Christ but have been brought near, and thanking Him for the life changes that have happened because of being in Christ.
A Community of PEACE

4. Read Ephesians 2:14-15.  He Himself (God) is our peace.  Who did He make peace between?  

5. Read Romans 5:1-2.  

· What does it mean to you that you have peace with God?  (Not the theological definition or rote answers we have learned – How does this truth affect you?  How does your heart respond to it?  

· Verse 2 says that because we have peace with God, “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  What is “the hope of the glory of God” that we rejoice in?  A thorough study of the glory of God would take hours upon hours.  But for a “taste” look up two or more of the following verses and note how they define or describe God’s glory.

Matthew 24:30
Philippians 2:10-11

John 17:24
Colossians 3:4

Romans 8:18-21
1 Peter 2:7

2 Corinthians 3:18

· DO you rejoice in the hope of the glory of God?  Or has peace with God and the hope of God’s glory become just part of our ingrained Christian language and culture that we don’t give much thought to?  

· Take a few minutes to pray as a group, thanking God for bringing you into peace with Him.

A Community of PURPOSE
6. Read verses 19-21.  What are the three metaphors that Paul uses to describe the church?

Do you notice anything about the progression between the three metaphors?

7. Take a few minutes to write down on the back of this page your response to God for His drawing you near to be part of His people, part of His family, and a temple where He dwells.  If you are comfortable doing so, share what you wrote with your group.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Remember Scott’s application from this passage?  “Being the church means our hearts break for the broken, we seek peace for those hostile, and reveal God to those who are strangers to God.”  As we look around us (and into our own hearts), do we see these things happening?  On what scale?  I believe that one reason we are often not breaking for the broken, seeking peace in  hostility, and revealing God to those who don’t know Him, is that we have forgotten what He has done for us! We have forgotten where we came from.  We have forgotten what it means to have peace with God.  We have forgotten the incredible blessing of being His citizens, His family, His dwelling place.  When we quit thinking about these things, celebrating these things, thanking God for these things, it is easy to forget and become complacent.  As we turn our focus again to Who God is and what He has done for us, I believe we will be much more drawn to BE the church!

8. For your final time of prayer, use the following prayer list:

· Pray for your group members:

· That we will REMEMBER where we have come from and what God has done for us.

· That we will allow our hearts to break for the broken, 
· That we will seek peace for the hostile
· That we will reveal God to those who are strangers.  
· Pray for specific people you know who are strangers to the grace of God.
· Pray for the people in the businesses all around Aspen Grove church, that God will draw them near, and that God will stir our hearts to reveal Him to them.  (See list on next page)

Follow-Up:

This week at home, continue using this guide to direct your times of prayer.  

1) Praise and thank God for the fact that you are no longer separate from Him but have been brought near, that you have peace with God and can rejoice in the hope of His glory.  

2) Pray for God to break your heart for the broken people around you, and that you will become a person who seeks peace for others and reveals God to those who are strangers to Him.  

3) Also pray for the people in the businesses around Aspen Grove – use this list to help you think about people who might work in or go to each of these places.

1st Bank

Comfort Dental

Planned Parenthood

Pizza Cafe

Hera Nail Salon & Spa

Mi Concina

Cost Cutters

Angels with Paws

Children's Hospital Specialty Care  Center

Good Will


Dollar Tree

Littleton Chiropractic

Family Martial Arts

Littleton Dialysis Center

Destiny Dance Studio

Mile High Calvary

Allstate Auto Insurance

Kitchen Cabinetry & Bath

Animal Veterinary Specialist

Animal ER

