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Discussion Guide

Date: February 12, 2012

Sermon Title: Deeper Witness

Scripture Passage: Ephesians 3:1-13

Preacher: Scott Vermillion

Can Opener: Open up your group time with a get-to-know-each-other question that also helps lead into the study:  
Brainstorm about current hero’s people have these days.

Who are some of your hero’s and why have you picked them as your hero?

How do you think hero’s influence us?
Discussion Questions:
In our passage this week, Scott challenged us to look at the Apostle Paul as a model for the church.  He may not be all that sexy or spectacular on first glance as many modern day models, but what he shows us about Grace is very attractive.  Scott challenged us to honestly look at our understanding of Gods grace and compare it with what Paul teaches us about it in the passage

Read Ephesians 3:1-5
1. In verse 2, Paul once again talks about Grace.  Recently we looked at 2:8-9 where Paul told us that “it is by grace we are saved through faith”.  Based on your understanding of grace, how would you describe what grace is to someone who did not know Christ?  

2. We typically think and describe God’s grace as an event – something that happened to us.  

· Like God took his giant eraser, which was Jesus on the cross, and wiped away our sin.   

· Or like taking a shower.  We were dirty (sin) and God poured his grace over us and washed our dirt/sin away.  We are cleared of our guilt and can approach God without fear.
· Or a gift we receive that we accept and it’s ours.

· How do you think the above understanding of God’s grace might lead us to think Grace is all about us?  
3. In verse 2 Paul talks about the “administration of God’s grace”.  Instead of seeing grace as just an event, he moves us to see grace as a thing, an object, something of great value that is given to him/us and how he/we are responsible for it’s care.  If grace as an object of value we are responsible for and not just an event, how does this change how we view it and what we do with it
4. Have you ever been in the position where someone gave you responsibility to handle his or her investments?  Or, have you given someone else the responsibility of handling your investments?  What is their our your expectations of how you will view and handle their investments?  How does seeing something as valuable change how we handle it?  

5. Paul as our model saw grace not just as an event but an object of great value given to us to administer.  One of the first things a steward must do is to understand what they have been given in order to administer it well and help it grow.  

· How do you go about actively trying to understand the grace that has been given to you?  What activities, tools, disciplines or processes do you use to understand grace and your relationship with God better?

· What are some of the challenges or difficulties you have with this?
· A great resource is: http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestudyresources/ss/biblestudy.htm  
6. Reread through verses 2 and as you do think about the source of grace and why Paul says it was given to him.  Then discuss why Grace is given to us and for what purpose.  How does this change our view of grace and what we do with it?

7. Grace is not just to be valued but also places a responsibility on those who receive it.  What is the perspective that Jesus gives us in Luke 12:48, and what does this look like practically in our lives – What is demanded and asked of us?

8. In verse 6 Paul gives us a perspective of whom this grace is to be extended to through us: Both Jews and Gentiles.  For the Jews, they were receivers of Gods grace and missed that they were to also be givers of it.  Who may we sometimes exclude from God’s grace that we know or interact with.  If we are honest, are there some people we don’t feel are deserving of it?  How may we reveal this by how we live our lives?

9. Paul as our model not only shows us that we need to understand God’s grace as something valuable but also as a gift that enlists.  Read Eph 3:7-9

· Paul talks about becoming a “servant of the gospel”.  How would this concept change our perspective of just being a receiver of God’s grace?

· What do you think God’s plan is for his “Servants of the gospel
· The purpose of receiving God’s grace is to enlist us in continuing God’s work of revealing grace to others.  If this is true and all of us who have received God’s grace are responsible to give it to others, what are the implications for us as we interact with those who don’t know Christ?  

10.   As you think about your responsibility to be a witness for Christ, what are the things that 
make it difficult for you to share your faith with others?

· Scott mentioned that there are two excuses he hears a lot on why people don’t feel they can be on active duty as a witness for Christ:  1.  I don’t’ know enough & 2. I am not worthy.  Read verses 7 & 8 and discuss what you think Paul would say to these excuses.  Are there other things that keep you from being able to share your faith?  

11. Read 3:10-12 – Paul sees grace as an incredible valuable gift given him that he now is able to 
share with others.  He has the privilege of being included in God’s eternal purpose.  
We are invited to be included in something greater than anything else in our lives.   
Thinking back to the things that many of the models in our lives say we should pursue 
(temporal things), how dies this truth change your perspective and motivation on 
sharing your faith with others?

Recap and Challenge:

Scott challenged us to do two things:

1. Grace a gift to be valued.  If you are not currently studying God’s word on your own, begin studying it.  Share with the group what you plan to do to start doing this.  Pick a specific time during the week, review the website mentioned above to learn more how to do it or ?

2. Grace is a gift that enlists.  Pick two people in your life that don’t know Christ.  Let the group know about them and then commit to pray that God would open up opportunities for you to share God’s love and your faith with them.






