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Study Guide

Date: January 29, 2012

Sermon Title: Deeper Service

Scripture Passage: Ephesians 2:1-10

Preacher: Ann Johnson

Can Opener: Open up your group time with a get-to-know-each-other question that also helps lead into the study:  
Share about an award, recognition or award you received.  What did you do to accomplish this?
Discussion Questions:
The passage this week leads us to understand three truths:
1. The Reality Of What We Were

· Read Eph 2:1-3

· Paul has just finished giving us this incredible picture of who God is in the first chapter and now takes a look at who we are.

· How would you explain to someone what Paul means by being “dead”.  We are living now so how can we be dead?  
· Paul gives three forces that control those who are spiritually dead.  Come up with some examples of what this control looks like today:

i. Ways of the world (vs.2)  

ii. Ruler of the kingdom of the air (vs2)  
iii. Sinful nature (vs3)  
· This is life before Christ.  Would anyone in the group be willing to share how life was for them before Christ?  No details needed but what was it like in general to live life being under the control of the above forces?  How did these things affect you then?

· The result of this is that we are objects of God’s wrath.  Do you think most people feel it’s fair that God punishes us for our sin?  Why or why not?  What justification do you think God has for judging our sin?
2. The Change Brought Through Christ

· The last two verses show our condition and the reality that we are objects of God’s wrath.  It’s depressing until we see vs 4 start out with the word “But”.  Paul doesn’t leave us there.  He once again points us to the only one who can save us – God.  

· Read vs. 4-7 – What are the words Paul uses to describe God and his actions towards us?  How do these words change how we many times think about God and how he views us?  

· Instead of being objects of wrath, what are the benefits God now gives us instead?

· Our lives many times are difficult and challenging.  How do these benefits change our view of life when we are in the midst of life’s difficulties? 

· Ann showed us from vs. 7 that God now views us as his trophies – “show”.  We began by sharing stories of trophies or awards we received in our lives.  Discuss why we display our trophies and then discuss why God would want to display us to the world?  
3. Our Response To God’s Work In Us And His Calling On Our Lives

· Read Vs 8-10

· Paul has just reminded us that we are God’s trophies.  From verses 8-9 how much credit can we take for what has happened to us and why?  
· Why do you think Paul has to remind us that it was all Gods work and nothing we did?  

· Why do you think we naturally want to take credit?

· How do we do this in our lives?  
· In vs. 10 Paul gives us our response and calling.  What should our response be to God’s saving grace?

· What do “good works” look like in your life?  
· What are the challenges that keep you and I from living out this new calling?

End your session with a longer-than-usual time of prayer (30 min?)  Use this passage to guide your prayer time.  Pray back the truths in this passage to God and pray for each other to live them out.

1) Spend time praising God for who He is.

2) Then spend time thanking God For what he has done.

3) Finish with a time of asking God to live out the truths in the passage.    
Follow-Up:

Pray for these things every day this week, either alone or with your friends or family.
