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Discussion Guide

Discussion Questions:
In Ephesians 1:1-2, we see an example of the pattern of Christian maturity: 

1) CALL
2) SEND
3) SPEAK

Our discussion questions this week will follow this pattern, and hopefully each of us will take another step or two in the direction of a deeper life!

CALL
1. Read Romans 8:28 and 1 Peter 2:9.

a. What does it mean that we are “called”?

b. How is this calling different from a calling to a specific role or ministry?

2. Read Matthew 16:24 and John 10:27.  The word translated “follow” literally means “to be in the same way with,” “to accompany specially.”

a. What is the “way” that Jesus is in?  (i.e. What was the direction of His life?  What character qualities does He demonstrate?)

b. As Scott said, “Our vocational call is simple: ‘Come, Follow Me.’ But the execution of it takes a lifetime to master.  Based on your answers to (a), what is Jesus asking of us when He says, “Come, Follow Me.” ?

3. Our sense of calling tends to get diluted by life’s obstacles (health problems, relationships, disappointments, career struggles, disconnection, loneliness, etc.).

a. Why do you think we tend to let our sense of calling diminish when we are hit with these things?  

b. What would it look like to hold more firmly to our calling in the face of these obstacles instead of letting them diminish it?

c. What is needed to enable us to hold firmly to our calling to follow Christ, even in the face of life’s obstacles?

SEND
4. Read Hebrews 10:22
“We are not called to follow Christ alone.  We are sent into a community to live out that call.”  Our lives are deepened through entering into community.

a. What are some ways that your life in Christ has been deepened through participating in community?

b. How is Christian community different from the community available through social organizations?  (If it doesn’t seem different, then what is the Christian community missing?  What should be different?)
SPEAK

To get people started thinking about speaking grace and peace into others’ lives, view together the video (approx 4 min) on this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D38S9o_6qnc&sns=fb
5. What does it look like to speak grace and peace (which we have received from God) into each other’s lives?

6. Within our home group, what steps could we take toward getting better at speaking grace and peace into each other’s lives?

Follow-Up:

1. Take time to consider:

a. Have I accepted Christ’s call to follow Him?

b. How am I doing at following, at “being in the way with” Him?

c. Am I listening to the call and following Him, or trying to stay in control and manage my life my own way?

2. Specifically look for ways to speak grace and peace into others’ lives this week, and then do it!
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