The Triumphal Entry: Lk19:29-44
Scott shared that his daughters’ favorite bedtime Bible story is the death of Jesus (probably because it is the longest, which meant staying up later).  But he does not like to read the story: it brings to mind all of his failures, shortcomings, the places in his life he doesn’t want to go, and it shows him the cost of all these things.  What often comes to your mind when you read about Jesus’ capture, trial and execution?  How do you respond in your mind and emotionally to reading about what Christ went through for you?

Our culture typically values entertainment, pleasure and is numb to the reality of violence.  Why is it important for us to be aware of things like repentance and mourning when we read about how Christ’s life on earth came to its end?  Think about Mel Gibson’s The Passion of Jesus Christ movie.  Do you think such a portrayal of the Christ story captured the entertainment/violence aspect of our culture, the repentance and mourning aspect of the Bible story, both, neither or some mix in between?
Scott told us that over the next few weeks we are going to enter into the refining & purification process through the story of Christ’s final days and the crucifixion.  He used the picture of metal being refined – hammered into shape on the anvil, purified by fire, shocked by immersion in cold water.  What are some memorable moments (pleasant or unpleasant) that God used to purify you?  Where might you still need him to do that work of grace in your life today?

Scott used a foam #1 hand to illustrate the need to be aware of context when reading Bible stories: other stories and scriptures should inform our understanding of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.  How does knowledge of cultural settings, stories and history inform our understanding of scripture?  Share a time that you’ve misunderstood someone (or vice versa) because you missed pertinent contextual information.
Read Lk19:29-34.  

The Quest for Peace.  What were the key contextual ideas Scott shared with us? 1) Bethphage: “House of Unripe Figs,” Reminder that Israel, though God’s people, was not ripe and was not fulfilling his mission; 2) Bethany: the sight of Jesus’ greatest miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead and his saying Jn11:25-26; 3) Mount of Olives – AKA Mount of Light: the Olives grown there made the fuel for the lights of the temple, which were reflected at night off the Mount, and the first light of dawn shone upon the temple over the Mount.  How did this contextual information help us understand Jesus’ bringing his quest of peace to the world?  

The colt is political imagery, similar to the donkey and elephant in modern American politics.  Read Gen49:10-11 and Zech9:9-10, and discuss how these scriptures help us come to a better understanding of the colt imagery.  How does this reveal more about Jesus’ mission as he comes to Jerusalem?  (The Peace Talks are Starting).  What does it mean for you to have the peace of Christ in your life?  Where would your life have gone astray if you had not had Christ’s peace?  Is there someone close to you that could use this peace right now?  Take a moment as a group to pray for people in your lives that you might share the peace of Christ with, that you might “open the peace talks” with them.
Read Lk19:35-40.

Read 2Ki9:12-13, and remember that Jehu goes onto destroy Ba’al (a false god) worship.  What does the laying of the coats down signify?  What do you think part of Jesus’ mission is?  What are some false gods of our culture, and how are we to go about tearing down the worship of the false gods of our culture?  

Read Ps118:26 & Lk19:38.  The people of the crowd are likely familiar with Ps118, so why do they change the wording?  How are they setting Jesus apart?  What does calling him ‘king’ signify?  

Read Lk2:13-14 & Lk19:38.  Now they are quoting from Jesus’ birth narrative.  What is the general vibe of the people’s activity?  How are such sayings celebratory?  Would you be willing to worship God in public in such ways, like throwing your coats on the ground, saying things that might sound odd and out of place to onlookers and critics, worshipping someone driving an El Camino instead of a Porsche, with no motorcade, no eloquent speeches, no pandering to the masses?  How is your life noticeably & worshipfully different from the lives of unbelievers around you?  How do they know you celebrate Christ with your life?  These are not rhetorical questions!!
Enter Pharisees: the counterfeit worshippers.  The Pharisees tried to crash Jesus’ arrival party.  Why would they call Jesus to rebuke his followers?  How did they think proper worship should happen?  (Their focus was on the piety of the nation bringing God’s peace, but Jesus spurned the endless, tedious laws that they kept – theirs was the way of legalism).  How does Jesus respond to their request?  Why would this quote of OT scripture silence the counterfeit worshippers?
Read Lk19:41-44.

Why does Jesus weep over Jerusalem?  (He is upset because he knows that the city will reject him and his mission of peace)  What is the fate of Jerusalem?  Who is responsible for their fate: Jesus who is God, or the people?  

An overall message of the passage is that we are to follow Jesus on his mission of peace, and take up his attitude of mourning for those who do not have the peace of God.  What does it mean for a Christian to mourn, especially when we seem to have everything we need to be abundantly joyful in Christ?  How does our culture try to provide us peace, and how is peace in Christ different and unique from it?

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also called his followers to mourn (Mt5: 4) and bring peace (Mt5:9).  He also warned of persecution (Mt5: 10-12).  So this is our mission as much as it is Christ’s.  Scott mentioned some of the ways in which the church has taken up the mission of peace and attitude of mourning: North Littleton Promise, Joy House, the mission to the Dalits.  How do these ministries fulfill our mission of peace bearing and mourning?  Where can you take up this mission in your life?  We discussed earlier people in your lives who could use the peace of Christ.  What does it look like to mourn with them, or for them, from a Biblical perspective?
Close your group in prayer, praying for ministry needs and opportunities brought up during the course of the night, as well as our mission of bringing our mourning and peace-bearing attitudes to the cities – of Littleton, Denver, and the whole world.
