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2 Corinthians 6:18

Family:  A place of belonging

Michael began by showing pictures of famous families: the Beavers, the Osbournes, and his own.  He shared how his family was not quite right. How about you?  Take some time and share with your home group what your family of origin was like?  Does this influence your view of the church as a family?

How about your church?  What was your view/experience of the church growing up, was it like being in a family or something else?  How has that influenced your view of the church as a family?  

Read 2 Corinthians 6:18.

What images and thoughts come to mind as you read this passage?  Does this encourage you?  

What would you want from a Father?  

Read Psalm 68:5-6.

Michael explained that the name for God is “the Lord of Hosts.”  This means the Lord who is commander of all the armies of heaven and earth.  He commands all the armies everywhere.  He is the “warrior king.”  This is the one who is a father to the fatherless.  What comes to your mind as you hear those words?  Michael shared that this is what children want to believe about their fathers.  Why is that?  Why do we need to believe our Father is the greatest?  What does this imply about what we have to offer others?  

Matthew 12:46-50

What does this passage teach us about who belongs to the family of God?  Does everyone belong?  Why do many Christians seem to think that everybody belongs to God’s family?  Is this right?  

Why does God use the image of a family for the church in Scripture?  What does it mean to belong to a family?

Read Galatians 6:9-10

Michael used this passage to teach us that we are supposed to treat family differently.  What does this mean?  What does it look like?  I challenge you to get specific about this.  Being nice and bearing each other’s burdens is true, but vague.  Maybe share a story of what the church has done or a time that people lived this out for you.  Michael also asked who do you hang with?  Who do you invite over?  Do you really love all the people of the church?  

Michael also shared that Aspen Grove is a warm and friendly place, but is it a family?  Is it a place where people fit in?  Where they belong?  How well are you doing with this?  What does this mean to be a place of belonging?  Share a story or time where you have seen this lived out, where a church has become a place of belonging.  

Michael used the phrase “doing life together,” what does this mean/look like?  Is it practical?  


