The Church 

1 Kings 8
1. As we begin our sermon series on the church, Scott discussed the stain the church leaves on people. What stain have you seen the church leave? Have you had good experiences? Have you had negative experiences? What do you hope to “get” out of church? What do you hope others get out of church?

Hint: In this section, let’s discuss church in the universal sense (i.e. the church around the world and throughout history). The stain is the mark, both positive and negative, that the church has had on those around it. 
2. One reason God has chosen the church is for community? Why do you believe God created us with a need for community? What is true community? Why do people sometimes struggle with community? What are some other reasons God chose the church as His instrument in the world? 
3. Please read 1 Kings 8:22b. After Solomon built the Temple for God, he automatically prays for mercy. Why do you believe he is praying for mercy? In what areas in your life, do you need God’s mercy? In what areas at AGCC, do we need mercy? 
4. Please read 1 Kings 8:31-52. Why is Solomon praying for mercy in these areas? If we were to pray the same prayer in our era, what would this prayer look like today? Why is it important that the church be an agent of mercy? How can AGCC be an agent of mercy? How can you be an agent of mercy?
5. Please pray with each other that AGCC with leave a stain of mercy on those around them. 
6. Please pray that the upcoming Men’s Breakfast (April 17th, 7-9am, at the Warehouse)  and Women’s Breakfast (May, 1st, 8:30-10:30am, at Marie Callenders) will be agents of mercy in the lives of those attending. 
